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According to Homer's Odyssey, when King Odysseus went off to fight in the Trojan war, he left his son Telemachus in the 
hands of a wise old man named Mentor. Mentor was charged with the task of teaching the young man wisdom.

More than 2,000 years after Homer, a French scholar and theologian by the name of François Fénelon adapted the story 
of Telemachus in a novel titled Télémaque. In it he enlarged the character of Mentor. The word mentor soon came to 
mean "a wise and responsible tutor"... an experienced person who advises, guides, teaches, inspires, challenges, 
corrects, and serves as a model.

Second Timothy 2:2 describes spiritual mentoring, and the Bible gives us many examples. Timothy had Paul; Mark 
had Barnabas; Joshua had Moses; Elisha had Elijah.
2TIM 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
(those who show themselves to be faithful) who shall be able to teach others also.

But what about today? Who will love and work with new Christians and help them grow spiritually strong? Who will 
encourage, guide, and model the truth for them? Who will call young believers to accountability and work with God to 
help mould their character?

Those with experience are asked to encourage those who lack it.
TIT 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:
2 That the aged men be sober (clear minded), grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.
3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things; Good wives also know how to teach other women to be good wives. The world doesn’t value 
God’s testimony... we need to be taught by those who know what God’s testimony is. Don’t be afraid to take good 
scriptural advice. Many relationships are competitive rather than complimentary. Competitions require winners and 
losers... in the Lord there are only winners.
4 That they may teach the young women to be sober (clear minded), to love their husbands, to love their children, To 

serve them and be served by them as God requires... not as modern society determines.
5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 

blasphemed. A good strong husband should make sure that he builds a good strong wife... that is our testimony, that is 
what separates us from the world. We learn these skills from those who have life experience.
6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. Our youth need the support and encouragement of those with more 

experience.
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,
8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to 

say of you.
9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again; This 

also relates to employee/employer relationships.
10 Not purloining (holding back), but shewing all good fidelity (faith); that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 

Saviour in all things.

Will you become one whom God can use to impart wisdom and to help others grow toward maturity?


