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CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH                                                     30/11/08
The world at present has a lot of people standing up, to voice their feelings one way or another. Recent examples are the  
greenhouse effect, global warming, the rain forests, the abortion issue, save the whales, aids, legalization of prostitution, etc,  
etc. As a result of the ongoing publicity, ordinary people are pushed to think about the issues and form opinions. What about  
the word of God: where are His voices? Where are the ‘John the Baptists’ of our age? Many have rejected or compromised  
the Word of God to serve their own ambitions. However, people don't need powerless religion, they need answers, testimonies  
of truth, examples of the personal miracle working power of God. They need to hear about the healing of the soul, mind and  
body.

Jude strongly encouraged the church to be urgent about this type of commitment.
JUDE 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you,  
and exhort  you that  ye  should  earnestly contend for the faith which was  once delivered unto the saints. Opposition  is  
guaranteed… that is why is has to be fought for. 
Despite many other scriptural references warning us of worldly temptations and compromise, the book of Jude warn us of the 
opposition that will come from within the Christian community itself. Verse 12 perhaps summarizes the underlying problem in  
v4-19. 12 These are  spots in your  feasts  of  charity  (they  are  reefs…  treacherous  obstacles  capable  of  sinking  ships...  
congregations... in your journey of service to the Lord), when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear (don’t have 
a true servants heart): clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots;
This is how you contend for the faith…. These verses follow on from the instruction to be earnest about serving God in verse 
3. 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, praying in tongues is part  
of the process, having a servants heart is the other part.
 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:
 23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.
 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present  you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, This is a wonderful promise… even better; it is a guarantee!

One of the unfortunate aspects of human nature is the planting of a "tag" on anyone who decides to take a stand on any issue.  
Words like extremists,  fanatics, religious nuts,  unloving, etc, follow after anyone who would dare to be different from the  
established traditional religions. If we go back in our history to a time when God dealt with man one to one (Adam and Eve):  
what we see as normal behaviour today, would have been then considered as fanatical. To be a fanatic, extremist, radical,  
monomaniac,  revolutionary  or  anyone  else  for  that  matter,  depends  on  the  current  communities  point  of  view and  the  
variations being offered. God has said very simply to all peoples and races; if you live outside of My guide-lines, not only will 
I be unable to assist you, but you will die without hope as well. If God is true and His words are provable, then any other way  
of life would be fanatical, extremist, radical, monomaniac and revolutionary. How many times does man discover, that certain  
established procedures or ongoing concepts are hopelessly wrong and eventually fail.  The message of salvation that  you  
speak... Gods supernatural reply by miraculous demonstrations, are the answer to all of the worlds current problems... but  
the world is ignorant (sometimes willfully) of these things. This is the other reason why God has given you the Holy Spirit...  
Go and use it!

This is also ‘having compassion’, and ‘saving with fear’… Jude wants us to complete the servant mindset.
MAT 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:
 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen.  John the baptist  was called to prepare the way of the coming Lord (First time).  We are now to  
prepare the way of  the Lord,  declaring the gospel,  which proclaims personal  salvation and the soon return of  the Lord  
(second time). The Lord will make two appearances to the new convert. The first time when they receive the Holy Spirit (he 
enters and dwells within their bodies) and secondly, when the Lord returns to take up his throne as King of Kings and Lord of  
Lords.

HEB 11:31-40. These scriptures identify some the great people of faith. They all contended for the Faith in their own time and 
God never let one of them down. They all took a stand against their generation’s behaviour and standards (often against  
families and friends). It is worth noting that most of the Bible heroes were very simple folk who were prepared to follow God  
even though they lacked the natural skills to perform their God given duties. They were just like us.

Our walk for God is not always easy (we get in the way of ourselves sometimes) and at times we have to take stands against  
family and friends. Our fight is really against lies and deception: it's the unbelief of our friends that causes the the most  
painful hassles. 

When we repented, were baptised and received the Holy Spirit, we entered into an agreement with God that we would be  
faithful to His word and He would be eternally faithful to us. Let us not break or weaken this wonderful association that gives  
you life and peace forever. As for the world... you are their only hope; don't fail them. Contend for the faith!!


