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WITHOUT EXCUSE                                                   13/9/15
The need to justify our decisions (even to ourselves); is the instinctive role of the conscience in nearly all thought
processes.  The conscience is an inescapable part of the human mind, that compels us to justify all our actions,
whether good or bad. Unwise choices lead us to making excuses (which are mostly falsehoods, manufactured to ease
our conscience). Jesus Christ  identified this  fatal  human trait,  when he spoke a parable about the kingdom of
heaven where it is likened to a great feast to which everyone was invited. This is a simple metaphor of the decisions
people can make when facing life and death choices.  LUK 14:18 And they all with one  consent began to make
excuse. He wasn’t asking them to do something unpleasant or meaningless… he was inviting them to a feast with the
creator and ruler of the universe. They all had an excuse (false reason), why something else was more important
than their life… all the excuses were weak and lacked integrity.

Everyone has a conscience or inner awareness that God exists… despite their denials. PSA 19:1 The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. God says there is no
place on earth where people speak to each other, that His existence is not evident.

Everyone has a conscience or inner awareness of right and wrong.  ROM 2:14 For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15
Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the
mean while  accusing or else  excusing one another; These verses reveal God has placed a certain awareness of
himself in everyone… no exceptions! Thus we have an awareness of right and wrong and equally, our conscience
reveals that we are accountable for our behavior and judge others accordingly.

The conscience points to God, but does not reveal him; thus many corrupted worship practices exist. ROM 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things. When the details are lacking, our choices are flawed.

Only Jesus Christ through the anointing of the spirit can open the eyes and heart to truth. ACT 2:37 Now when
they heard  this, they were  pricked in their heart  (by their conscience), and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39 For the
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
The conscience of every person alive to this day, is for this reason… to escape death.

The indwelling spirit assists us to tune in to far better lives and values.  2TIM 1:7 For God hath not given us the
spirit of fear (bad conscience); but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (a good conscience).

We are pricked to accept/practice spiritual truth (our life is our testimony). 2COR 1:12 For our rejoicing is this,
the testimony of our conscience (deeds), that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the
grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

Our lifestyle is God’s most powerful tool for an example for others to copy. 1COR 8:10 For if any man see thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened
to eat those things which are offered to idols; Your actions say much more than your words.
*How do we handle stress, failure or disappointment… is it the way we would teach others from the bible?
*Does our personal fellowship, use of the gifts and assembly support, reflect a good conscience towards God?
*If new or troubled people copied our example, would their chances of overcoming be strong or weak?
*How comfortable is your conscience towards these questions… can you respond according to God’s will?
We all have strengths and weaknesses, but it is how we handle ourselves, that gives everyone the best chance of
getting and staying blessed. Don’t ever forget, it is God’s credibility that is at stake, more than yours.

If this statement applies to the unsaved, how much more might we apply it to ourselves?  ROM 1:20 For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: A good heart is a wonderful joy, because the
vast majority of all our dealings with God will flow through our conscience. When we are led of the spirit we don’t
need to make excuses, because our life is already complete.


