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WHAT MANNER OF PERSON?                                 6/12/15
 It is no surprise that movies with themes of impending worldwide destruction and ‘good verses evil’, do very

well at the box office. It almost appears that the God given sense of good needing to triumph over evil cannot be
ignored. After all, centuries before the popularity of movies and books, God has consistently warned us of such
dire challenges coming about. Even more specifically, He describes the very nature of the destructive causes that
will finally consume the earth… unquenchable fire and geophysical catastrophe. The threat will be created and
triggered by humanity itself. Resulting from their rebellion against God’s creative goodness and their preferences
for unsustainable, lifestyle choices. This world is on limited time, the people have limited opportunities, but the
bible offers defined and workable solutions for those who care to listen.

The universal  question to solve universal  destruction…  2PET 3:11 Seeing then  that all  these things shall  be
dissolved  (the  earth  as  we  know it  is  going  to  perish),  what  manner of  persons ought  ye to  be  in  all holy
conversation and godliness, This question relates to what type of person should we become… not what should we do
when we are fearful or troubled. This is what Jesus was referring to when he said that we needed to be born again…
JOH 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind (pneuma… spirit) bloweth where it
listeth (chooses),  and thou hearest the  sound (voice) thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. Jesus likens the Holy Spirit to the wind. You can't see it coming or
going but you can observe its power. Trees sway, leaves and dust blow, clouds move and distinctive sounds are
created.  The  bible  records  what  our  own  observations  confirm,  that  everyone  who  is  born  again,  speaks  in
tongues… the sound/voice of the spirit. V8 makes it clear that everyone that receives the Holy Ghost has the same
evidence of the Spirit. On the day of Pentecost (the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit) the sound that drew everyone
to the scene was the supernatural manifestation of speaking in tongues. In Acts 10:45-46 Peter knew they had
received the Holy Spirit…  'for they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God'. Jesus told them in V7 to
marvel not at these things, this is expected and normal.

The universal calling… LUK 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised… The calling that Jesus detailed is also our own calling…
MAR 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. Why? because
the spirit of the Lord is upon us… this is the manner of person we ought to be.

The universal example… MAT 8:27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the
winds and the sea obey him! Jesus chose to be the right type of person and God responded accordingly.

Developing what is needed to be the right type of person. 1THE 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were
among you for your sake. The apostles also chose to follow the bible pathway and signs followed.   MAR 16:20 And
they went  forth,  and preached every where,  the Lord working with  them,  and confirming the word with  signs
following. God will equally back us if we put him first… witnessing, using the voice gifts, praying for the sick and
needy, supporting people who are struggling, forgiving people their sins against you, etc., these are the sure actions
of those who make the effort escape the coming calamity. We are not asked to be zealots nor fanatics; just to use the
abilities we have when situations present themselves before us. 

Faith without works… JAM 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner
of man he was. If we stop participating in Godly servitude through the spirit, we will fall short and risk total failure.
We also risk the lives of our families, other church members and the unsaved. Believing the truth and agreeing with
the truth is not what is required (our lifestyle should support our beliefs… that is the manner of person God blesses).
We owe it to our children and the other children in the church, to set an example they can both admire and want to
follow… never forgetting the pathway to victory.

Universally  equipped  against  our  fears  and  weaknesses.  ROM  8:26 Likewise  the  Spirit  also  helpeth  our
infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. The spirit only works when it is used. JUDE 20 But ye, beloved, building
up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, The Spirit offers us purpose and strength… it only
needs to be used. The Christian life is a chosen manner of living by particular people. 


