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WHEN GOD CALLS                                                 29/4/17 

We are called for one reason only… to live & preach the gospel! To compensate for the sacrificial attitude needed                     
to obey God’s plan, we have a perfect arrangement where our sins and failings can be forgiven as we serve the Lord                      
with an undivided sense of purpose. That is why the Lord told us to seek first the kingdom of God (position and                      
purpose), then he blesses our lives with all other needs. MAT 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his                      
righteousness; and all these things (natural needs and assets) shall be added unto you. This is God’s way and                   
produces doers rather than hearers… it also gives us a lifelong measure to rest upon. What is the urgent calling we                     
have all been equipped to do? MAR 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel                       
to every creature. This requires sacrifice, faith and commitment (ongoing sense of urgency). That is, if you think                  
your life and the life of God’s children are worth saving.  
 

There is no let up in the battle of life over death (continuous urgency). ECC 8:8 There is no man that hath power                       
over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge (escape) in that                        
war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it. Death never goes away while we remain in the flesh…                     
everyone is in constant peril. God has made us spiritual ‘paramedics’ for the people. 
 

This is how the Lord works… MAT 4:19 And he saith unto them (Peter and Andrew), Follow me, and I will make                      
you fishers of men. 20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. The truth has instant power; it forces                     
decisions. This is what God expects from us… thus we put him first by doing things his way. 
MAT 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom (tax                      
collector): and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. 
JOH 1:43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.                    
These people & their families all went on to be great assets for the Lord’s work. Many lives were saved. We are no                       
different. If we choose to put God’s words first, we will equally be part of his great revival. 
 

When your natural activities stifle God’s word. MAR 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto                  
him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have                     
treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. This type of reality check exposes our heart to the                      
truth about our real love and faith in God. If we put God first, then none of this is an issue at all. Keeping in mind,                          
that all our assets and possessions will be destroyed at the return of the Lord anyway. 
 

Wrong priorities lead to costly mistakes. LUK 9:56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to                      
save them. And they went to another village. 57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man                        
said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and                     
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 59 And he said unto another, Follow                         
me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead:                         
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go                        
bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the                        
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. This may seem a bit tough, but Jesus is simply pointing out                       
the nature of real spiritual commitment (real, life saving faith). We can all support the efforts of the church one way                     
or another (Even the elderly in ww2 knitted socks for the soldiers). Every basic, God given directive, provides                  
blessing for the greater work of salvation. 
 

God’s calling and fellowship must come first. MAT 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come                    
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. The example of obedience alone, has a huge                      
impact on the lives of others and contributes to the amount of lives that God can save in our city. 
HEB 10:24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: How??? 25 Not forsaking                    
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: Our attitude to                  
fellowship has a strong influence on the lives of everyone in the church… think of the huge blessing you provide by                     
simply making such an easy sacrifice… and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. This point is even                     
more important to consider, especially as the end of the age is clearly getting closer. 
 

A simple and powerful statement, relating to God’s calling. JOH 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,                    
and they follow me: These verses of simple obedience, are provided by God to provoke us into action. People are                    
dying because this world has clouded their thinking and hidden the truth that God has for them. If we can take these                      
simple points above more seriously, then many more souls will be saved. Our lives and families will also be so much                     
better off by our example of following God’s calling.  


