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THE PATH TO LASTING JOY                                                           4/6/17 

The USA has a constitutional right to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. These ideals have also been the basis                   
for most of the western world and while loosely based on God’s laws, have had a certain level of success. However,                     
mankind always knows better than God. They keep meddling and changing their laws to better reflect their personal                  
desires of the day (always pushing against the boundaries and morals that work best). They proclaim liberty and                  
happiness but usually end up with more misery and pain for the human race. Not surprisingly, you cannot find or                    
maintain joy and freedom by doing the same things that remove it. The Bible clearly points out that joy and lasting                     
freedom will always be elusive unless they are the result of spiritual blessing. Your physical body and everything                  
you hold dear in this world, will all cease at some point. All spiritual gains are never lost and can never be taken                       
from you… not even by physical death. If you want something positive that lasts and will be a source of joy and                      
contentment, then it needs to last longer than this worlds goods. God has revealed many wonderful and positive                  
directions for those who are wise enough to make good decisions. 
 

Abundance of life promised, despite opposition from the ungodly. JOH 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to                  
steal, and to kill, and to destroy (the changing ways of this world): I am come that they might have life, and that they                        
might have it more abundantly. The changes of this world all fail… God’s changes are life lasting. 
 

There can be no life, nor abundance until we are set freed from physical death and sin. ROM 8:1There is                    
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2                      
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
 

Our church platform is built on spiritual expectation and power… not natural increase nor talent. ROM 8:9 But                  
ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the                            
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. The first change that needs to occur is the transformation from naturally based                     
living to spiritually powered blessing. The message of salvation is not a religious belief… but a tangible life                  
empowering experience. When we receive the Spirit… through repentance, water baptism and prayer; God gives us                 
his chosen sign of speaking in tongues… a pure language of power and prayer. ROM 15:13 Now the God of hope                     
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. We                       
are given lasting joy through the powers of the Holy Spirit, not material gains or successes. Joy is a fruit of the                      
spirit and not based on blessing of nature nor emotional feelings. 
 

Called to walk in the spirit because all natural gains are temporary and will fail. JOH 6:63 It is the spirit that                      
quickeneth (gives life and its fruits); the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and                     
they are life. The bible consistently encourages us to step out in faith and develop the powers of the Holy Spirit…                     
that is where real joy and personal freedoms are found. Spiritual gain is rewarding to both the natural and spiritual                    
mind… natural gain has some benefits in the short term, but should never be the priority. 
 

God asked men to lead through the power and wisdom of the Spirit. HEB 13:17 Obey them that have the rule                     
(spiritual direction) over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account,                   
that they may do it with joy (if the leaders are joyful, so will the people also be), and not with grief: for that is                         
unprofitable for you. This example starts with the word and is blessed. God requires men to ensure spiritual truths,                   
values and disciplines are promoted… women are equally free to use all the powers of the Spirit. It isn’t a battle of                      
the sexes, but rather the fight between life and death. Many of today’s problems result from gender battles rather                   
than spiritual ones. 
 

Jesus warned us of the ongoing battle. LUK 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness:                    
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. This is the wrong priority…                    
perhaps this should be the main consideration at the time of communion as well? 
 

Lasting joy only comes from walking in the spirit… not from the contentment of our natural appreciations. 
GAL 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty (freedom); only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh                     
(for natural gain), but by love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt                        
love thy neighbour as thyself. God blesses us as we do his will. Even though, this isn’t the way the natural mind                      
thinks, but it is certainly the way that God works… this is the path to lasting Joy. 
 

Those who look for happiness will always be disappointed, but those who bring it will always be joyous. 


