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Welcome to our fourth edition of the Northside Natter. I trust you are all well and happy in 
the Lord. 
 
It's been really good to see so many of you on ZOOM and attending the meetings. In our 
time of restricted movement, I encourage you to keep it up. Your blessings will abound. 
 
Today I'd like to address a question: Is COVID-19 God's punishment on mankind? 
 
I believe God's punishment, or judgement, on mankind comes at the end when the Book of 
Life is opened and the dead are judged according to their deeds from that book, as 
described in Revelation 20:12. I do not believe that God judges mankind during his/her 
life. If that's the case, why do these things come upon mankind and take so many lives? 
 
It all began when Satan rebelled against God. Not contented to leave it there, Satan went 
on to corrupt God's newest creation - Adam and Eve. Satan was then cast to Earth. Many 
people believe that Satan owns and controls the Earth. I don't think he's terribly interested 
in a lump of rock cycling through a teeny-tiny portion of God's vast universe. What kind of 
kingdom is that? What Satan has is far more destructive. Satan has the power to rule over 
the hearts of men - that is his kingdom. He even offered this power to Jesus in Luke 4 as 
the Son of God was praying and fasting in the desert. But Jesus knew it was not what his 
Father wanted for him. Jesus remained obedient to his Father. 
 
God gave mankind the right to choose. He can choose to live God's way, or he can 
choose to live his own way. However, there are consequences to these choices. Why? 
Because when God created the heavens and the earth and gave mankind existence, he 
set in place universal Laws that would hedge mankind about and bring him into a happier 
and better life. They protected him. Who did they protect him from? Satan, the rebellious 
angel and his minions. This is where the ramifications of our choices come into play. If we 
choose to live God's way, we benefit from those Laws. If we choose to do things our own 
way, and thereby play into the hands of Satan, we break those universal Laws. As you 
know, when you break the law of the land, you can go to jail. That is a consequence. 
We are warned of the consequences of our choices in God's Word.  
 
Deuteronomy 28:15-60 has a list of curses that details the consequences of choosing a 
life without God in it. Those who choose to ignore God and live without him bring these 
curses upon themselves. It is not God's doing but man’s own doing. If man understood this 
would he still choose as he did? This is why we are called to spread the gospel - to tell 
people of those consequences. 
 
In the fellowship, you learn of God's ways, you hang out with like-minded people, you 
develop habits that lead to a healthier lifestyle - one that doesn't break the Laws of God. 
You are taught God's Word and encouraged to read it every day, and to pray to the Lord 
for your needs. You are asked to choose to live in obedience to the Lord's plan for you. 
When you do this, you reap the blessings of the Lord. 
 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 outlines these benefits and it's worth acquainting yourself with 
them. I encourage you to read the entire chapter. This is the life we can offer others who 
don’t know God. 
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We are told that this world lies in wickedness (1 John 5:19). The Gospel of John 10:10, 
tells us that the 'thief (Satan) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy'. He is 
not a benevolent ruler of his kingdom. His agenda is to completely destroy God's newest 
creation. When people choose God, their choice allows God to protect them. When people 
choose to give God the flick, they empower Satan to steal, kill and destroy in their lives. 
John 10:10 also says: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly. 
 
Choices have consequences. Choose life or choose death. There is only one of two 
choices to make and only one of two powers to rule in you. 
 
This virus is not a result emanating from God, but a direct result of empowering Satan to 
work in mankind's life. When whole nations turn from God, we see stealing, killing and 
destruction throughout that nation. I believe ‘stealing’ is the theft of the person’s salvation. 
When a person is lured away from God, they are walking away from eternal life. 
 
Psalm 1:1-3 
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.2 But his delight is in the Law of the 
LORD; and in his Law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
 
Amen. 


