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Today I’m taking a look at Future Israel 
 
Isaiah 59:21 As for me, this is my covenant with them saith the Lord; My spirit that is 
upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever. 
 
At the beginning of this chapter, the Lord tells his people that his hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save, nor is his ear heavy that he cannot hear. He’s reassuring his children that he 
is still able to do all the things he said he could do. Why would he need to say that? Wasn’t 
his chosen nation already experiencing his miracles and interventions in their lives? 
Apparently not.  
 
The Lord goes on to tell them, and us, that our iniquities, sins, or wrong-doings have 
separated God from us and we know if we’re separated from him that we no longer enjoy 
his protective hand. We are at the mercy of the wiles of evil. The Lord goes on to tell us 
that our sins hide his face from us and therefore, he will not hear us. Can he hear us? Yes, 
he’s already told us that. Will he hear us? Not if we continue to sin in wilfulness and rejection 
of his ways.  
 
God accuses Israel of being defiled with blood. Their fingers were defiled by sin. Their lips 
defiled by the speaking of lies and their tongues defiled by muttering perverseness. Then 
he goes on to tell them that no-one seeks proper justice or to find the truth in a matter 
because they trust only in vanity (excessive pride in their own community standing). They 
conspired mischief against one another to bring others down – repeating the tall poppy 
syndrome. God accused them of acts of violence with feet running to evil and shedding 
innocent blood. 
 
Can you imagine people like this going before the Lord (and their peers) on the sabbath and 
praying? Will their prayers be heard? Not on your nelly! Why should he hear them? His face 
is hidden from them and they will get no answer. Even their thoughts are sinful. 
 
The Lord warns that anyone choosing to go down this path will never know peace. 
 
I can’t help but see the same things around us now. Is there justice in our courts? Our 
courts rely on people being truthful and honest. We’ve seen recently that many are not. 
They lie to police; they lie on sworn documents and fake a Christian life. They cover up the 
truth to hide their sin. 
 
When this kind of living becomes a general practice in a community the people walk in 
darkness. They long to see the light, scripture tells us, but it eludes them. They walk about 
as if blind. They are the living dead – zombies. Then when things go horribly wrong in their 
lives and they look for justice in the hope that truth will come to light, they find none. 
Salvation is far from them. 
 



Are these people aware of their sins? Yes, they are. They delight in the fact that they got 
away with them. They even teach others to do the same. There is more confidence in sinning 
with others than alone. Do they know that what they do is against the Lord? They seem to 
forget the might of God, believing he is powerless to do anything. Haven’t they gotten away 
with their transgressions so far? Surely God does not see or hear what they do. 
 
Scripture says anyone who turns away from their sinfulness makes themselves a prey. The 
community turns on them. I’m sure many of us have seen the Mafia movies. Anyone who 
leaves the ‘Mafia family’ doesn’t live long enough to tell their story. The Mafia doesn’t want 
to be ratted out and the ‘goody two shoes’ knows too much. 
 
The Lord looked in wonder at Israel and saw that there was no intercessor for the people 
who refused to take the path to evil. There was no-one to help those who wanted to do the 
right thing. So, the Lord himself intervened and brought justice to those people and his 
righteousness sustained them. How did he do this? 
 
We are told that he put on righteousness as a breastplate, a helmet of salvation on his head; 
garments of vengeance for clothing, and cloaked himself in zeal. He was on the warpath 
and he was going to teach them to fear the Lord their God. 
 
I would not want to be there when that happened. A healthy fear of the Lord is a good 
thing. 
 
The Lord tells us that the Redeemer shall come to Zion and to them that turn away from 
transgression. This was a prophecy of Jesus. It was a prophecy that came true. Through 
the eventuating of this prophecy, we have salvation.  
 
We were all on the wrong path, sinners involved in iniquity, not seeing who we hurt or 
caring whether or not God knew. Maybe we even went to church on Sundays and tried not 
to sin but it just wasn’t in us to turn back. Maybe it was more about having no knowledge 
of the truth or any better option. A sinful life is easy to fall into when we have no-one to 
guide us to the right path. Or maybe we were simply rebellious and just didn’t want to hear. 
Sometimes it takes finding ourselves in a shattered mess to wake up and call on God for 
help. 
 
I know when I decided to turn back from that path and to seek God, there were those who 
tried to stop me. Thankfully, they weren’t Mafia and didn’t bump me off, but they weren’t 
too pleased with my decision to stop hanging out with them either. They tried to lure me 
back and fill my free time with very tempting offers. I praise the Lord he gave me the 
strength to keep walking away.  
 
We all have similar stories. Some of us felt like it was touch and go for a minute. Like we 
could choose to stay or choose to go and it was almost like on the flip of a coin which way 
we went. Do you think it was entirely up to us? I don’t. I believe God saw something in each 
of us that he deemed good and desirable. He helped us make that last step the right step.  
 
We’d already decided we wanted something better than what we had. In that instant, we 
were turning from sin and that shroud that hid his face from us slowly lifted and he saw us 
standing there searching. He began gently to order our steps until we found ourselves 
plunging beneath the waters of baptism. He filled us with his spirit and we spoke out in a 



new language, and that was just the start. There is so much more to the spirit than meets 
the eye, or ear. There are gifts and fruits and knowledge and wisdom. We are not the same 
people we were before we found the Lord. Praise God! I didn’t like that person very much. 
 
We are future Israel. We have his spirit upon us and he has put his words in our mouths 
(and has written them on our hearts). His words will never depart from us or from our 
children or our children’s children forever. Since Jesus left us, to sit at the right hand of the 
father, his words have remained with us through the millennia and will continue to do so 
throughout the ages of the ages. This is his promise to us. Even though born-again 
Christians may be small in number, we are not forgotten nor hidden from him. 
 


