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THE START AND THE BUILDING OF GOD’S CHURCH  Pt3            26/6/22 

 

Once filled with the Holy Spirit we need to make the second greatest choice of our lives. We need to be just as diligent 

in prayer and action to stay saved as we did to get saved. Then comes our third responsibility… to restore where 

possible those who have failed to build themselves up and continue on with their salvation in the way that God has 

made available. 
We are very fortunate to have a detailed study giving us 3 examples of the recovery of fallen saints… all 3 areas of revival are covered.  

Jesus also gives us three parables in Luke 15 that are a simple summary of restoration of the fallen. 

 LUK 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes 

murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

The Pharisees and scribes were mostly spiritually corrupt and had no care or knowledge of God’s way with the 

fallen and weak. As a result of their criticism, Jesus revealed 3 ways that God will restore those who have fallen. 

Spiritual principles that they should have known and practiced… but they chose not to do. 
This is God’s response to the critics and a source of spiritual direction for us. We need to keep in mind that we are all shepherds/watchmen in one way or another. 

*1. The Lost Sheep (the person who responds to personal contact)… LUK 15:4 What man of you, 

having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 

that which is lost, until he find it? 5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; 

for I have found my sheep which was lost.  

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 

just persons, which need no repentance. This is a remarkable statement… Your value as an individual is worth more 

than anything else to God.. 
 

*2. The Lost Coin (the person who is lost within the fellowship)… LUK 15:8 Either what woman having 

ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she 

find it? First thing she does is shine some light on the problem… and remove the obstacles. 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I 

have found the piece which I had lost.  

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 
 

*3. The Prodigal Son (the person who needs to make their own way back)… LUK 15:11 And he said, 

A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods 

that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 

together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when 

he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined 

himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled 

his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself, he 

said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 

And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. This is called repentance. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him (because he had 

been looking for him all along), and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 

called thy son. 22 But (confession is interupted) the father said to his servants, spoken to us… 

 

Bring forth the best (cheifest) robe, and put it on him… Symbolic of the robe of righteousness (Rev 3:18).  

 

and put a ring on his hand… a sign of rank and authority being offered/restored. 

 

and shoes on his feet: Eph 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

  

 

 

 See Over 

  



 

 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry (of glad heart):  

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.  

25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 26 

And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; 

and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.  

28 And he was angry (the state of the Pharisees and those who don’t understand God’s love and mercy), and would 

not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.  

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time 

thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: The older son had 

a false measure, believing that blessing and forgiveness were earned by human effort, rather than a free gift of the 

father. This is why the scripture in 1 John 1 is written… 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. Like the Pharisees, he is now claiming he never transgressed his father’s wishes… and while 

he required punishment for the younger brother and the withholding of blessing to a more ‘suitable time’ he was 

actually transgressing his father’s wishes… committing a worse sin! 

 

Let’s look at the differences in the last two scriptures that reveal the right and the wrong way to think and act. 

30 But as soon as this thy son was come (at that very moment), which hath devoured thy living with harlots 

(fornication), thou hast killed for him the fatted calf (claimed his father was wrong to do this). 31 And he said unto 

him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. Like the Pharisees, the older son (the first born… was 

the priesthood representative of the family. He should have known better, but didn’t understand the nature of God… 

he set punishment ahead of forgiveness). His attitude is rejected and the younger son is forgiven and restored 

immediately. It is also a condition that we offer the same forgiveness to others that is offered to us. 

32 It was meet (right in God’s eyes… not open for debate or personal opinions) that we should make merry, and 

be glad (cheerful and happy): for this thy brother was dead (spiritually speaking), and is alive again; and was lost, 

and is found. God rejoices as much in the recovering of the lost as we do when loved ones make a move to fellowship 

again. 

 

All three methods of redemption, include a recognition of the need to save.. and the resulting blessing and joy that 

follows. There is an instant applause from the heavenly host who reflect the nature of God… their attitude needs to 

be our attitude… this is also the message to us.  
 
 

There is a consistent message in these series of 3 talks… 

 

Receiving The Holy Spirit. God, values his salvation plan above 

everything else, so he has given us the consistent sign of speaking in 

tongues, setting it beyond the reach of human imitation. This reveals 

those who have a love of the truth from those who don’t. 
 

Overcoming. Likewise, God has set out a pathway for personal 

growth, Godly service in the world and true Godly service in the 

church. 

 

Redeeming The Lost. If we have a true love of the brethren, we will 

use every opportunity available to save them from themselves and 

the deceit of this world. 

 

In all of these 3 talks… 

‘Starting And Building God’s Church’…  

the 3rd example is always the greater and 

most detailed, for us to get wisdom and 

blessing from. They reveal much more 

than we might imagine. 

The first three talks are as follows… 

1. Salvation… The Gentile conversion. 

2. Overcoming… The sheep and goats. 

3. Redeeming the lost… The prodigal son. 

 


