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THE POWER OF FELLOWSHIP                                                           29/1/23 

 The concept of fellowship relates to coming together for Godly service… we cannot have one without the other. 

Gathering together is a strong bible principle… and had its beginnings in the Old Testament as the peace offering. 

This offering was not only the most common offering, but included a feast, also symbolising fellowship and oneness 

with God as well as each other. 
The fellowship offering of the Old Testament was both in the presence of God, the priests and the congregation… a complete fellowship situation. 

After the animals for the fellowship offering had been sacrificed, the worshipers and priests shared a meal together. 

In effect, this was a meal with the Lord Himself, and it showed the intimacy and fellowship he intended between 

himself and his covenant people. The communion is also based on this spiritual principle. 
The Fellowship offering in the New Testament is spiritual and based on being available to eat at the Lord’s table… to do the Lord’s will. 

1JOH 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, Offering our best intentions and actions… 

we have fellowship one with another, This should be the first choice of our thinking and values. 

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. Perfecting unity with God and each other. 
The Fellowship offering in the Old Testament was a physical offering symbolising the spiritual covenant which has now arrived. 

LEV 3:1 And if his oblation (offering) be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd; whether it be a 

male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD. The best animal available. 

2 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, Take personal responsibility for his choices. 

and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: In the presence of fellow believers. 

and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about. This maintained forgiveness.  

The fellowship offering was shared, God received the best of the sacrifice, The priests received their share as food 

(from the same offering), The people ate the rest (those present benefitted from the rest of the sacrifice).  
Our Offering of fellowship provides the Lord with the opportunity to bless, develop and unite the people of our church. 

That’s why the fellowship offering was also called the peace offering... the word for peace suggests the wholeness 

found in unhindered fellowship with God and each other. These Old Testament concepts create a rich background 

for the New Testaments statement: ROM 5:1Therefore being justified by (exercising) faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ: Every one of the feasts have become a spiritual reality. 

As we develop fellowship orientated hearts, we, too, can keep in mind this picture of a communal meal with God, 

1COR 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. When is 

the last time you made a voluntary offering to the Lord? This is something beyond our usual giving, and our normal 

service in the church. It flows freely and joyfully from our worship, gratitude, and faith. 
Fellowship is a very effective peace offering which we volunteer according to our faith… it multiplies overcoming faith like nothing else can. 

Fellowship unifies true believers. HEB 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart… a desire to offer. 

in full assurance of faith, not just agreed upon, but acted upon…. choosing to gather 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience (natural thinking), and our bodies washed with pure water  

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith (actions) without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: being amongst the brethren. 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting 

one another (setting an example in word and 

deed): and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching.  

More fellowship is essential as we move closer to 

the end… this is God’s opinion!! 

26 For (conclusion) if we sin wilfully after that we 

have received the knowledge of the truth, there 

remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, The context 

of this statement relates to our attitude to 

fellowship and those within it. The failure to 

practice this great truth, is also detailed in the 

failings of the rejected ‘goats’ in the parable of the 

sheep and goats… Mat 25:31-46. They failed to 

serve the people of their fellowship. 

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment 

and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 

adversaries. We need others as much as others 

need us. The church runs on fellowship and 

servitude… Godly love.  

Communion is fellowship based… built on servitude and cleansing. 

1COR 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered 

together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ (the 

sacrifice, the priest and the power of God), 5 To deliver such an one unto 

Satan for the destruction of the flesh (cleansing), that the spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not 

with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Fellowship and the 

maintenance of fellowship are described as keeping the Feast. 

&1COR 11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 

cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 

Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 

and drink of that cup. 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 

eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body 

(fellowship). 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, 

and many sleep. They are not unworthy because they fail to take the 

elements; they are unworthy because they fail to serve. 31 For if we 

would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 32 But when we are 

judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 

with the world. 33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to 

eat, tarry one for another. 34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; 

that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in 

order when I come. Our fellowship is now the spiritual feast. 


