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THE LAW OF UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES                           09/7/23 

 The law of unintended consequences refers to the idea that actions or decisions can have unforeseen and unintended 

consequences, often in ways that are not immediately apparent. This can occur because complex systems often have 

multiple interconnected parts, and a change in one part of the system can have ripple effects that are difficult to 

predict. This is also true for those who reject a relationship with God. 
God takes credit for the creation of the universe and the human race… we have been warned against tampering with things beyond our ability.  

ISA 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Ignoring God sees the human race moving from disaster to disaster, never solving any of its problems. All problems 

stem from not believing God. 
Physical death came upon Adam and Eve and their offspring because they tampered with God’s laws. 
GEN 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 

thereof thou shalt surely die. Very clear and obvious directions. However, Adam and Eve were promised a better 

life, but it was a lie.  

GEN 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat 

thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman 

saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 

she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. This is the greatest 

example of choices being made in ignorance… death entered their world. 
The first unintended consequences are experienced with great pain and disappointment. 

God made it clear that all choices have consequences.  GEN 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 

thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. Paul 

confirms the foolishness of such a bad choice, but also reveals the solution… requiring another choice. ROM 5:12 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world (unintended consequence), and death by sin; and so death 

passed upon all men, for that all have sinned (intentional consequence): 
The first crime in humanity was caused by jealousy and envy… rather than correct his failings, Cain murdered his competitor… his brother. 

Cain… first crime of hate. GEN 4:8 …and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 

Abel his brother, and slew him. &13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. He 

was told that everything he touched would be cursed… lacking God’s blessing. 
The Israelites decided that they needed better leadership and directions than what God offered them… time and time again. 
1SAM 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge 

us like all the nations. &8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out 

of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. 9 

Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the 

king that shall reign over them. A terrible list of unintended consequences is revealed. 

v11-13… Leaders will abuse their privileges using people for their own economic gain. Expanding bureaucracies 

will eat up assets and wars will be created for the profitable business of weaponry. 

v14… Governments need to empower their backers. Big business and power groups become the minders of the 

government. They are favoured while the working classes are disempowered. The government offers the peoples 

monies as grants and contracts and tax concessions to large companies and their political friends. 

v15-17… The government will not only use your assets, they will tax everything you touch. Everyone will effectively 

become servants to their leaders, lose many of their freedoms and face continuous challenges. 

18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not 

hear you in that day. They all disregarded God’s advice and here we are 3000 years later, reaping it all. 
How well has human leadership gone for the bulk of the free world? 
Life and death… death not resolved. 

Social cohesion… moral, ethical and physical security not attained. 

Crime and rebellion are getting worse.  

Political leadership is as corrupt as it ever was… Band aide remedies are always offered and failing.  

War and total destruction closer than ever. 
God always offers a restorative program at the same time… Running parallel to all human ambitions and unintended consequences. 

How to turn back to the Lord… MAR 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 

with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. Water baptism and holy spirit baptism… evidenced by speaking 

in tongues. God has an intended consequence for walking in the spirit… eternal life. 


